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Carrying the Voice of 18 Million Veterans

Our nation made a promise to those who serve, and we fight to ensure it's kept

Scan this QR Code to Sign Up to 

receive VFW Action Alerts!
Scan this QR Code to see 

Current VFW Action Alerts!

 

https://votervoice.net/VFW/Campaigns
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
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Women Veterans

Ensuring women veterans receive veterans’ benefits and services that honor their brave 

military service is one of the VFW’s top priorities. Currently, women comprise 15 percent 

of the active-duty military and 18 percent of the Guard and Reserve. With the steady 

increase of women wearing our nation’s uniform and their increased role in military 

operations, it has never been more important that we ensure women veterans have a VA 

that is ready and able to care for them when they transition back to civilian life.

To gauge how well VA is serving women veterans and to identify areas where it needs to 

improve, the VFW’s women veterans’ advisory team commissioned a survey of women 

veterans to collect direct feedback from women veterans around the country. After 

analyzing survey responses and direct feedback from nearly 2,000 women veterans, the 

VFW has identified multiple recommendations to improve VA health care, outreach, 

training and homeless programs.

Read the VFW Survey of Women Veterans Summary of Findings here.
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https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2016VFWWomenVeteransSurveyFindings.pdf?v=1&d=20180322T190045Z&la=en
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Each year, more than 4,000 high school students from across the country participate in the VFW 

Auxiliary’s Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest. The contest began in 1979 to recognize up-

and-coming artists and encourage patriotism in youth. This contest comprises only two-dimensional 

entries. The 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest is exclusively for three-dimensional art pieces.

Young American Creative Patriotic Art & 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contests 

VFW Auxiliary National is pleased to present these National Scholarships to assist students who wish to 

further their education. These scholarship contests recognizes young artists and encourages patriotism 

in youth. Entries will be judged on the originality of concept, presentation and patriotism expressed, 

content of how it relates to patriotism and clarity of ideas, design technique and total impact of work.

Link to website page: https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/young-american-creative-patriotic-art-

contest/

Youth Activities

The VFW Auxiliary works to teach our nation’s youth the skills to become responsible adults through 

serving our country, communities, veterans and service members. We engage youth in positive volunteer 

experiences and believe every young person can find a place to serve that will improve their lives, as 

well as the lives they touch.

Illustrating America

VFW Auxiliary National is pleased to present this national art contest to introduce, encourage and 

recognize young artists with patriotism through art. Entries will be judged on patriotic themes and 

technique.

Link to website page: https://vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities/ 

Scholarships & Contests

https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/young-american-creative-patriotic-art-contest/
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Teacher of the Year

Without our nation’s veterans, America wouldn't be the great nation it is 

today. Our youth deserve to learn about our rich history, traditions and the 

role of our veterans in creating and shaping America.

Each year, the Veterans of Foreign Wars selects elementary, middle, and 

high school teachers to participate in the Smart/Maher VFW National 

Citizenship Education Teacher program.

Please review the new rules and eligibility requirements and download the 

2026 entry form to nominate a teacher you know. Teacher nomination 

entries must be received at a local participating VFW Post by the Oct. 31 

deadline.
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https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/TeacheroftheYearEntryFormandBrochure.ash?v=1&d=20260413T123121Z
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/TeacheroftheYearEntryFormandBrochure.ash?v=1&d=20260413T123121Z
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/TeacheroftheYearEntryFormandBrochure.ash?v=1&d=20260413T123121Z
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/TeacheroftheYearEntryFormandBrochure.ash?v=1&d=20260413T123121Z
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/TeacheroftheYearEntryFormandBrochure.ash?v=1&d=20260413T123121Z


Ben G Russo VFW Post & Auxiliary Post #3586

(aka Team 3586)

Welcomes Everyone to the 2026 Department of Utah 

VFW and VFW Auxiliary State Convention

Our Canteen has Re-Opened and Welcomes Military, 

Veterans, their Families and Supporters.  

Help us Spread the Word!

#team3586
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61561098607951


VFW Department of Utah

Past Department Commanders

Name Years Post Name Years Post

Guy Snyder 1 1928-1934 409 Bruce Anderson 1 1981-1982 3586

Dr Wm Preston 1 1934-1935 2129 Melvin Richeson 1 1982-1983 7442

Winn Templeton 1 1935-1936 1481 AA Lorraine Robinson 1 1983-1984 7737

Harold Slater 1 1936-1937 409 Donald Myers 1,2 1984-1985 8307

Walter Anderson 1 1937-1938 409 Tom Kennedy 1 1985-1986 3586

Col. A.O. Roberts 1 1938-1939 1481 Gary Clark 1,2 1986-1987 7398

James W. Latimer 1 1939-1940 409 Donald Myers 1,2 1987-1988 8307

Vernon Eldrige 1 1940-1941 1481 Roy Brown 1 1988-1989 8307

Barton Jones 1 1942-1943 1481 AA+ Sanford Rosenthal 1 1989-1990 3586

C. Ed. Lewis 1 1943-1944 3586 Ted Evans 1 1990-1991 1481

G.H. Goffe 1,2 1944-1945 409 Daniel Montgomery 1 1991-1992 7442

George P. Bowman 1 1945-1946 1481 John Owada 1 1992-1993 4355

Don T. James 1 1946-1947 3586 AA Fred Peyton 1 1993-1994 3586

Glen Thompson 1 1947-1948 4355 AA Keneth Bezzant 1 1994-1995 7398

J. Allen Pike 1 1948-1949 1481 AA+ Sanford Rosenthal 1 1995-1996 3586

Earle Miline 1 1949-1950 2628 Roy Brown 1 1996-1997 8307

Clarence Smedley 1 1950-1951 1481 Johnnie Janes 2 1997-1998 9803

Harry Miller 1 1951-1952 3586 AA Sanford Beshear 1998-1999 4355

Amos Ross 1 1952-1953 1481 AA John Jones 1 1999-2001 8307

Glen Johnson 1 1953-1954 5891 Roy Kunzi 2 2001-2002 3586

Howard Baysinger 1 1954-1955 4355 AA Glen Silvis 1 2002-2003 2379

Arnold Bradshaw 1,2 1955-1956 3586 AA+ Daniel Crossley 1 2003-2004 3586

Alfred Bateman 1 1956-1957 2628 George Hall 2004-2005 9413

Glen Eldrige 1 1957-1958 1481 AA Dennis Parizek 2,3 2005-2006 1481

Raymond Lester 1 1958-1959 409 AA+ Norman Nelson 1 2006-2007 1695

Don Pearce 1 1959-1960 9322 AA Vernon Wade 1 2007-2008 3586

Andrew Clements 1 1960-1962 6154 AA Mike Baker 2008-2009 1481

WM. F. Heath 1,2,3 1962-1964 409 AA Brent Neilsen 2 2009-2010 10900

Ken Yeates 1 1964-1965 4355 Dennis Howland 2010-2011 1481
AA Charles Paris 1965-1967 7398 AA+ Matthew Stuart 2011-2012 3586

James Mason 1,2 1967-1968 5787 James Theriault 2012-2013 12129

Tom Miller 1 1968-1969 8307 Douglas Larson 1 2013-2014 8307

Garth Hales 1 1969-1970 4355 AA Lowell Tripp 1 2014-2015 3586

Don R. Anderson 1 1970-1971 9319 AA+ Danny Zaharias 2015-2016 409

James Shenwood 1 1971-1972 1546 Wendy Griffin 2016-2017 3586
AA Benito Russo 1,2,3 1972-1973 3586 Stanley Martinez 2017-2018 8307

Leonard Zobel 1 1973-1974 5787 AA Nick Flake 2018-2019 12087

Howard Fite 1,2 1975-1976 7898 AA Darryl Root 2019-2020 8376

John Oldroyd 1 1976-1977 2126 Mark Luddington 2020-2021 10900

John Young 1977-1978 4355 David Johnson 2021-2022 8307

Daniel Alleman 1 1978-1979 5783 AA Therral Curtis 2022-2023 4918

Dale Madsen 1 1979-1980 1695 AA Heath Silcox 4 2023-2024 12087
AA James McKee 1980-1981 409 AA James Sheppard 2024-2025 7442

AA - All-American,  AA+ - Triple Crown

1 - Deceased, 2 - Past National Council Member

3 - Past Western Conference Chair, 4 - National Council Member 



VFW Auxiliary

 Department of Utah

Past Department Presidents

Name Year Auxiliary Name Year Auxiliary

Mertell Aldrich 1 1936-1937 Patricia Alleman 1982-1983

Lilian Templdon 1 1937-1938 Penny E. Knight 1983-1984

Lois Waddinghan 1 1938-1939 Kay A. Hilton 1 1984-1985

Elaine Slater 1 1939-1940 Mary Armstrong 1985-1986

Ardel Eldredge 1 1940-1941 Gayle Housekeeper 1986-1987

Muriel Thomas 1 1941-1942 Beth Montgomery 1 1987-1988

Josephine Mordaunt 1 1942-1943 Gladys Gober 2 1988-1989

Nona Decker 1, 4 1943-1944 Peggy Kosel 1 1989-1990

Minnie A. Gordon 1 1944-1945 Josephine Brewer 1990-1991

Mary London 1 1945-1946 Doris Walker 1 1991-1992

Jenevieve Jenson 1 1946-1947 Hertha Bieschke 1 1992-1993

Bergra Anderson 1 1947-1948 Bessie Peterson 1 1993-1994

Clara Morgan 1 1948-1949 Deborah Spader 3 1994-1995

Eva Edwards 1 1949-1950 Eva-Lee Fogelberg 1995-1996

Evelyn Corgiat 1 1950-1951 Mary Myers 1996-1997 8307

Ida Goffe 1 1951-1952 Linda Silvis 1, 2 1997-1998

Mary Call 1 1952-1953 Cindy Morton 1998-1999

Delpha Bradshaw 1 1953-1954 Lynnette Miller 1 1999-2000

Ethe McCarty 1 1954-1955 Darlene Burke 1 2000-2001

Gilda Paxman 1955-1956 Blanche Peyton 2001-2002

Miriam Taylor 1 1956-1957 Annette Jensen 2002-2003

Elsa Decker 1 1957-1958 Barbara Young 2003-2004 8307

Hilna Dowling 1 1958-1959 Shana Kynaston (1/2 Yr) 2004-2005

Mary Scothern 1 1959-1960 Bernadette Wolfe (1/2 Yr) 2004-2005

Grace Ross 1 1960-1961 Carma Mangel 1 2005-2006 1481

Leah P Johnson 1 1961-1962 Irene Cuch 1 2006-2007

Eva Yearsley 1 1962-1963 Sandra Grosh 1 2007-2008

Vona Houtz 1, 2, 4 1963-1964 3586 Jolyn Ackley 1 2008-2009

Martha Lester 1 1964-1965 Tina Leach 2009-2010

Betty Beech 1 1965-1967 Elizabeth "Spydr" Benson 2 2010-2011 3586

Helen Marie Kerl 1 1967-1968 Sherry Howland 2011-2012 1481

Gertrude Viestenz 1 1968-1969 Tammie Larson 2 2012-2013 1481

Elizabeth Dalaba 1969-1970 Judy Loveland 2013-2014 1695

Toni Christensen 1 1970-1971 Jeannie Luddington 2014-2015 10900

Maria Mason 1971-1972 Carla Martinez 4 2015-2016 8307

Phyllis Handsaker 1 1972-1973 Judy Johnson 2016-2017 6395

Jerrine Oldroyd 1973-1974 Karen George 2017-2018 409

Wanda Young 1974-1975 Denise McLaughlin 2018-2019 8307

Janean Chambers Johnson 1975-1976 B-Jo Laing 2019-2020

Shirley Howe 1 1976-1977 Penny Flake 2020-2021 12087

Thelma Byrnes 1977-1978 Jeannie Luddington 2021-2022 10900

La Veil Peterson, "Billie" 2 1978-1979 Wendy Griffin 2 2022-2023 3586

DeAnn Benson 1979-1980 Pam Griffin 3 2023-2024 3586

Linda Peterson 1 1980-1981 3586 Amber Silcox 2024-2025 12087

Connie McKeller 1981-1982

1 - Deceased, 2 - Past National Council Person, 3 - Past Western Conference Chair, 4 - Past National President



Name Post  Legacy Level Name Post  Legacy Level

Carla J. Martinez 409 Gold Danielle M. Leitch 6395 Bronze

Danny L. Zaharias 409 Gold Elmer Inman 6395 Gold

DeLynn J. Zaharias 409 Gold Richard D. Olsen 1 6395 Gold

James C. Mc Kee 409 Gold Dennis R. Mead 7442 Bronze

Sanford L. Beshear 409 Gold David K. Johnson 8307 Gold

Stanley J. Martinez 409 Gold David W. Major 8307 Gold

Angus T. MacIver 1481 Gold Dennis E. Howland 8307 Bronze

Balentino J. Perez 1481 Gold Douglas R. Larson 1 8307 Bronze

Dennis L. Parizek 1481 Gold Kenneth P. Warnshuis 8307 Silver

Enoch Archibeque 1 1481 Bronze Murl R. Bottomly 1 8307 Gold

Frederick D. Jones 1 1481 Gold William R. Hall 8307 Silver

Gerald F. Bedel 1481 Gold Kenny L. Jacobsen 8376 Gold

Harley A. Boyles 1481 Gold Timothy L. Von Bon 8376 Gold

Jose H. Zamora 1481 Gold Bradley Young 9413 Gold

Lawrence A. Gorski 1481 Gold Brent C. Colledge 9413 Gold

Norman I. Nelson 1 1695 Gold Brent W. Neilsen 10900 Silver

Sidney G. Bodily 1695 Gold Fred L. Every 10900 Gold

David R.. Mendoza 2628 Gold Roy G. Kunzi 10900 Gold

Kenneth W. Omer 2628 Gold Brian C. Bell 12061 Gold

Nicholas J. O'Connor 2628 Gold William T. Collins 12061 Gold

Paul Solstad 2628 Gold Glenn E. Spencer 12087 Gold

Thearon D. Crosby 2628 Gold Nick A. Flake 12087 Gold

David R. Buchholz 3586 Bronze Shawnn C. Hartley 12087 Bronze

Greg R. Winter 3586 Bronze AL Derek C. Bolton Bronze

James K. Theriault 4918 Bronze AL George W. Hall Gold

Jeremiah L. Merkley 4918 Bronze AL Joseph R. Bouley Gold

Kraig A. Thorne 4918 Gold AL Mike Finnegan Gold

Wendy Griffin 6154 Gold AL Nelson E. Thibault Silver

1 – Deceased AL – At-Large Member

Legacy Life Membership

Legacy Life membership enables VFW Life members to leave a lasting impression on our great 

organization. 

Three prestigious levels of Legacy Life membership are available: Gold, Silver and Bronze.

Each level offers generous benefits reserved exclusively for Legacy Life members. Once your Legacy 

Life membership begins, an annual endowment in your name will be made to your Post, Department 

and the national organization. You will feel confident knowing your contributions to our organization 

are not only helping today’s veterans but the veterans of tomorrow.

You may also purchase a Memorial Legacy in the name of a deceased VFW Annual or Life member to 

help future generations know and remember their sacrifice and contributions.

Take pride in knowing you're not only helping today's veterans, but the veterans of tomorrow. Join the 

prestigious ranks of VFW Legacy Life members.



Notes
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